THE  ZONES

the letters and write the details of the addressees in a
notebook against the corresponding number. The letters
are then placed inside their shirts, in the lining of a cap
or a cloak, or, more simply, in a portfolio as if they were
personal correspondence.

Once over the line these '"pirate" postmen address
envelopes by reference to their notebooks and post the
letters, either in the unoccupied, or the occupied zone,
according to which they have entered. Railwaymen who
acted as "passers" were threatened with the death penalty
by the Germans. There are, unfortunately, "passers" who
retain both money and letters. They appropriate the one
and burn the others.

I know very well that the risks are big. When they are
caught it means a heavy fine, prison, and the loss of their
inter-zone permit. More unfortunate still, there are
informers who, for 200 francs, denounce honest "passers"
to the Germans.

The most unlikely dodges have been used to get
correspondence from one zone to the other. The stronger
the attempts to stop the traffic, the greater the ingenuity
shown.

A motorist from the unoccupied zone hid letters in
the tyres of his car. When denounced, crossing the line,
he had to dismantle his car. Luckily, he was not carrying
any correspondence that day.

Here is one unusual method, originated by a cesspool
drainage contractor in a village of Central France, for
passing on correspondence. He made a tight roll of the
letters, sealed them in waxed paper, and plunged them,
retained by a string, into the depths of his lorry. Once
arrived at his destination, he rinsed the precious packet
with a jet of water and posted the letters.

If the recipients of delicately scented letters had
suspected where those missives from the loved one had
been . ..!

The German bureaux in the Rue de Gallilee, for permits
to pass the demarcation line, are open from 9 a.m, till
ii a,m., but it must be admitted that for all practical

126